
 

 

Programme 

Doctoral Open Day – Social Sciences 

Monday 29 January 2018 

  

The day will: 

 Introduce you to the range of research materials available in the British Library  

 Enable you to attend special workshops  

 Show you how to access online and electronic catalogues  

 Introduce you to specialist curators at the Library  

 Give you an opportunity to meet other postgraduate students from across the UK  
 

Programme 

Timing Session Room 

  9.45 – 10.15 Registration/coffee                                                                        Foyer 

10.15 -  10.35 Introduction & Welcome Sarah Evans, Research 
Engagement Manager  

Auditorium 

10.35 – 11.15 Finding and using the British Library Collections 
Suzanne Rawson, Social Sciences Reference Team 
Leader & Lee Taylor Reference Specialist 

Auditorium 

11.15 – 11.35 Tea and coffee   

11.35 – 12.25 Curator session 1                                                                     See below 

12.25 – 13.15 Lunch                                                                                               Foyer 

13.15 – 14.05 Curator session 2  See below 

14.05 – 14.35 Digital Research Stella Wisdom -, Digital Curator                                        Auditorium 

14.35 – 14.50 Researching Rebellion: Using the British Library 
Collections for PhD Research 

Auditorium 

14.50 – 15.20 Tea and coffee  As directed 

15.20 – 16.05 CLOSER  - Alison Park Auditorium 

16.05 - 16.15 Completing feedback forms/finish                                           Auditorium 
 

Curator Sessions 

 

Morning Room Afternoon Room 

Social Welfare and Policy Research 

Michelangelo Staffolani  
Theatre Researching Law at the British 

Library  

Jon Sims 

Dickens 

Business, Management and 

Intellectual Property 

Lola Gomes de Matos  

Bronte Datasets and Digital Resources 

Rachael Kotarski 
Elliot 

Oral History and Sound Collections 

Mary Stewart  
Chaucer News Media 

Luke McKernan 

Chaucer 

UK Web Archives 

Jason Webber 
Elliott Digital Mapping  

Phil Hatfield 
Bronte 

A 

Research Using Intergovernmental 

Organisations’ Materials 

Jennifer Grimshaw & Patrick Casey 

Dickens Using the Digitised Collections of 

Historic UK  Government 

Materials: from the Middle Ages 

to the Twentieth Century.    

Jennifer Grimshaw 

Theatre 

  Researching Europe and the 

Americas 

Pardaad Chamsaz and Teresa 
Vernon  
 

Bronte 

B 

http://www.bl.uk/people/experts/sarah-evans
https://www.bl.uk/people/experts/stella-wisdom
https://iris.ucl.ac.uk/iris/browse/profile?upi=APARK85
https://www.bl.uk/people/experts/mary-stewart
http://www.bl.uk/people/experts/luke-mckernan
http://www.bl.uk/people/experts/phil-hatfield
https://www.bl.uk/people/experts/pardaad-chamsaz


 

 

 
 
 
 
Session Summaries: 
 

Introduction & Welcome 
Dr Sarah Evans (Research Engagement Manager, Humanities and Social Sciences) 
A welcome and introduction to the day’s programme, this session will include a brief overview of what 
the British Library is, and how it supports doctoral research. This will include mention of EThOS, the 
Library’s service enabling discovery and access of UK PhD theses, BL social media, and forthcoming 
events of relevance to social science researchers. The session will end with a ‘speed networking’ 
session for attendees. 
Finding and using the British Library Collections 
Suzanne Rawson (Social Sciences Reference Team Leader) 

During this session the Social Sciences Reference Team will provide an overview of how to search for 
and gain access to the British Library collections. This will cover information on how the Reading 
Rooms work, the resources we provide access to, how to access material for your research, and the 
services we provide - both face-to-face in the Reading Rooms and also remotely. The session will also 
include a live demonstration of how to find and order items from our online catalogue ‘Explore the 
British Library’. 
 
Morning Curator Session – choose from: 
 
Social Welfare and Policy Research 
Michelangelo Staffolani (Service and Content Lead, Humanities and Social Science) 
This session will give an overview of the library’s sources for social welfare and policy research, with a focus on 
the Social Welfare Portal, a single point of access to the British Library’s print and digital collections of research 
and information on policy development, implementation and evaluation. The portal covers all aspects of the 
welfare state, including and health and social care, education, benefits, employment services, and housing. It 
includes a high quality collection of full-text digital research and evaluation reports, consultations and policy 
proposals available for immediate download. As well as the digital documents you can search for details of 
books, journal articles, official papers, theses and archived web sites in the Library’s main print and electronic 
collections.. The session will introduce the portal and how to use it in detail, including a live demonstration. 
 
Business, Management and Intellectual Property 
Lola Gomes de Matos (Collections and Content Assistant)  
Our workshop will explore the wide range of business and IP information sources, both contemporary and 
historical, available at the British Library.  Sources such as the Management and Business Studies Portal, 
market research reports, trade literature, company data services, patents and trademarks will be reviewed.  We 
will look at how these sources can help researchers studying business history and business and management 
studies. 
 
Oral History and Sound Collections 
Mary Stewart (Curator, Oral History) 
This workshop will give an overview of the British Library's oral history and sound collections and activities, 
illustrated with audio extracts from the collections dating back to the origins of recorded sound in the 1890s, and 
highlighting some of the methodological issues raised by the contemporary collection of memory for research 
and study. 
 
UK Web Archive 
Jason Webber (Web Archiving Engagement and Liaison Manager) 
The UK Web Archive has been saving selected websites since 2004 and since 2013 has been collecting ALL UK 
websites. This session will show why it is important to collect and preserve the UK web space and how these 
archives can be accessed and used for research. 
 
Research Using Intergovernmental Organisations’ Materials 



 

 

Jennie Grimshaw (Lead Government/Official Publications) & Patrick Casey (Content Specialist 
Government/Official Publications) 
Publications of intergovernmental organisations provide insights into international relations, peace building, 
finance, world trade, economic development and a wide range of social issues. Our workshop will provide an 
overview of the British Library’s extensive historic print and current electronic collections of the materials they 
produce.  We will cover the output of the United Nations, OECD, World Bank and IMF from 1945 to the present 
day, and include hints and tips on how to locate and order hard copy materials and search the electronic 
databases. We will conclude with a case study of how the materials can be used to support research. 
 
Afternoon Curator Session – choose from: 
 
Researching Law at the British Library  
Jon Sims (Content Specialist, Humanities and Social Sciences) 
This session will quickly introduce a range of collections for researching law, drawing attention to sources 
associated with traditional, practical and more interdisciplinary enquiry.  The second half of the session provides 
an opportunity for participants to ask questions about their search strategies, or about particular collection areas 
or information needs. 
 
Datasets and Digital Research Resources 
Rachael Kotarski (Data and Services Content Lead) 
This session will outline resources around digital data for re-use in social sciences. It will include an overview of 
the most popular social science data resources, how to discover social science data and datasets from local to 
global levels. The session will also explain how you can manage and disseminate your own research data and 
will provide an overview of new systems to allow researchers of any level to share and publish data and gain 
credit for digital resources created in research projects. 
 
News Media 
Luke McKernan (Lead Curator, News and Moving Image) 
The British Library cares for the national collection of newspapers, amounting to some 60 million issues from the 
seventeenth century to the present day. The Library also has a growing collection of television and radio news 
programmes, and began archiving news websites on a frequent basis as part of its UK web archiving programme 
in 2013, following the recent non-print legal deposit legislation. This session will introduce the range of news 
media that we hold and how it can be accessed and used for research. 
 
Digital Mapping 
Philip Hatfield (Lead Curator Digital Map Collections) 
Phil Hatfield will provide an overview of the digital mapping resources provided by the British Library, along with 
some insights into current projects and what can be done with Library data to aid their research. Reading room 
resources such as the legal deposit digital map viewer will be detailed, as will sources of digitised historic 
mapping and reusable data, such as the Library’s Georeferencer service. Library collaborative projects, such as 
the crowd-sourced history project Know Your Place, illustrate the uses of digitised maps as well as further 
sources of material. Finally the session will illustrate how Library data from collection items and catalogue 
records can be used to produce insightful research maps. 
 
Using the Digitised Collections of Historic UK  Government Materials: from the Middle Ages to the 
Twentieth Century.    
Jennie Grimshaw (Lead Government/Official Publications) 
The Library has acquired access to extensive collections of historic government and Parliamentary papers online 
in full text from the Middle Ages onwards. These range the official records of the English Parliament from the 
reign of Edward I to that of Henry VII to UK secret intelligence and foreign policy files from 1873-1953. We also 
hold  State Papers Online Domestic and Foreign for the Tudor  and Stuart periods, which, supplemented by the 
private papers of William Cecil, Lord Burghley and his son Robert, Earl of Salisbury, cast light on politics, religion 
and administration during the reigns of several monarchs. For the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, a full text 
corpus of Commons and Lords papers and bills  is supplemented by the digitised private archives of Joseph, 
Austen and Neville Chamberlain. Come and join me to explore how these resources can support your research. 
 
Researching Europe and the Americas 



 

 

Pardaad Chamsaz (Curator, Germanic Collections) and Teresa Vernon (Lead Curator, Romance 
Collections) 
This workshop will give an overview of social sciences resources for the study of Europe and the Americas. The 
British Library’s wide-ranging collections include official publications, statistical databases, and centuries of 
political ephemera from all over the world, also covering many minority languages. We will introduce various 
aspects of these collections using ourcollection guides, topical bibliographies and subscribed databases. 

  
Research in the Digital Age 
Stella Wisdom (Digital Curator, Digital Scholarship) 

Over the last two and a half decades the British Library has increasingly become a place full of not just 
physical objects, but of digital content. These data range from digitised text, sound, visual, and 
philatelic material, to born-digital collections of personal archives and web content. These data are 
transforming research, with new tools and computational techniques enabling new discoveries and new 
understanding in the social sciences. 
 
The aim of this session is to explore how social scientists can make best use of digital resources, consider how 
digital technologies can enable novel communication of research outcomes, and discuss the challenges and 
opportunities of doing social science in an era of big data.  
 
Researching Rebellion: Using the British Library Collections for PhD Research 
Rachel Tavernor, PhD Researcher 
One of the greatest strengths of researching activism in the British Library Collections is the diverse range of 
materials, from personal papers to government documents. The Library's collections offers ways to explore the 
everyday experiences of activism, preserved in oral histories, diaries and letters. Alongside examining how 
campaigns are shaped by, or in retaliation to, government policies. Rachel will share her experience of tracing 
these differing, and at times contradictory, activist narratives throughout the collections.  
 
The Value Of Cohort And Longitudinal Studies For Social Science Research  
Professor Alison Park, Director CLOSER 

The UK is home to the world’s largest and longest-running longitudinal studies. Following the lives of 
generations of Britons, these rich resources have been used for decades to answer some of the most 
pressing questions facing our society. Inequality, social mobility, parenting, children’s outcomes, health, 
education, employment, ageing – the possible areas for investigation are endless. 
This talk will introduce delegates to a range of longitudinal resources and highlight opportunities for life 
course and intergenerational research. Participants will learn what the datasets cover, how they’ve 
been used, and what research resources are available – with plenty of time for questions. 

https://webmail.bl.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=imjSQz-zyI-UCOczDwwIXcTQr3wkKOC75XlgiXVQxzDW7yNKExrVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sussex.ac.uk%2fprofiles%2f229195

